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More description about the methodology and results of CIPN-20
The questionnaire contains 20 items (Table S1 ) for assessing sensory (9 items), motor (8 items), and autonomic symptoms (3 items). Using a 4-point Likert scale (1: not at all, 2: a little, 3: quite a bit, and 4: very much), subjects indicate the degree to which they have experienced sensory, motor, and autonomic symptoms during the past week. The scores of the last two questions, asking about the sexual dysfunction of male patients and driving ability, were not counted for later analyses because some patients in Taiwan do not drive and the former was not applicable to the female patients. The data collected from the CIPN-20 questionnaire were summarized to give an overview of the patients' health-related quality of life and severity of chemotherapy-induced peripheral neurotoxicity. Based on the scores of symptoms, the severity of CIPN was classified into three categories, None: no discomfort (sensory score: 9, motor score: 7, autonomic score: 2); Mild: mild discomfort (sensory score: 10-17, motor score: 8-13, autonomic score: 3) and Moderate/severe: moderate or severe discomfort (sensory score ≥ 18, motor score ≥ 14, autonomic score ≥4).
The distribution of CIPN-20 scores is shown in Table S2 . Ninety-five cases (80%) reported numbness, ranging from "a little" to "very much", in the lower limbs and 82 cases (69%) in the upper limbs. Only 16 cases (13.5%) reported thermal hyperalgesia, i.e. burning pain or shooting pain, ranging from "a little" to "very much", in the upper limbs and 15 cases (12.7%) in the lower limbs. A prickling or tingling sensation was reported in 46 cases (39%) in the upper limbs and 51 cases (43%) in the lower limbs. Hearing impairment and thermal insensitivity were not major complaints in this study. Ninety-one cases (77.1%) reported that hearing ability was similar before and after treatment, and 93 cases (78.8%) had no problem in distinguishing between hot and cold water. Fifty-five cases (47%) had difficulty in p. 3 climbing stairs or getting up from a chair due to weakness of their lower limbs, 48 cases (40.6%) had cramp in their lower limbs, and 48 cases (40.6%) had difficulty in opening a jar or bottle due to weakness in their hands, ranging from "a little" to "very much". Most of the motor symptoms were described as "a little", with 10% being "quite a bit" and 13.5% being "very much". Figure S1 . Scheme of chemotherapy p. 9 Figure S2 . Illustration of classification and regression tree (CART). CART relates the predictor variables or parameters (X1, X2 and X3) to the outcome variables. Each (upper) parent node in the decision tree produces two (lower) child nodes according to the criteria value (a, b and c).
